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Gf e | NOUR r ) CHAPTER 

{ my 
») DEAR MISTER 

. 45 NORTH. 

LITTLE PEOPLE. 
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7 REALIZE A BATTLE 
BETWEEN TWO SUCH 

AS OULD 
\\ CRUMBLE THIS FRAIL 
\ WORLD IN ITS 

WAKE? 

y 
BILL 

WILLINGHAM 
writer - creator 

¢ MARK 
e BUCKINGHAM 
f penciller 

STEVE 
LEIALOHA 

inker 

LEE 
LOUGHRIDGE 

colors 

TODD 
KLEIN 
letters 

JOAO RUAS 
cover, after 

rw, 

e 

GREGORY 
LOCKARD: 
asst. ed. 

SHELLY 
BOND: 
editor 



tC 
ee KNOW THAT, Vaal 
de DULADAN. /A® 

4 

x 

eS) 

4 

all 

oS 

j S 
a 

| a 
~~" 

‘ / {= 

oe 
i, 

\, Wes 
— \ 

eaten “4 AA 
~\ 3 Ys 



yp WN 
Wa ay Ls FIRST WE'LL 

WY TAKE YOU UP INTO MY 

an 
YOUR DEATH CAN'T 
TOUCH THE WORL 

BELOW. 
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IT ENDS HERE 
F US, 

I'LL FORSWEAR 
ALL VENGEANCE AGAINST N N. 
THOSE FABLES, AND ANYONE " 

ELSE YOU SAY! 





THESE WORLDS -- 
THIS LIFE. 
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SOHOW 7 
DO WE DO THAT? 



THE BARRIER 
PROTECTING US FROM 

OUTSIDERS! IT JUST 
SHATTERED! 

MISTER DARK 
IS LOOSE INSIDE 

HAVEN! 
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2 Sn Ow! 
Feces GAYD THAT! Ti EARLIER, HE--I ‘\ P= ; 

TO FIGHT T ia 
A — Z \ 

WAIT! < NO, NOT 
| y) z Y YOUR HUSBAND! 

HE'S NOT MISTER DARK 
aw, HERE! ISN'T HERE! 
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Gf "NOT EVEN A \ 
HAIR OR WHISKER 

OF HIM! 

CRASHED, WHY 
WOULD HE GO 
AWAY NOW? 

, Sté‘é MISTER DARK 
a”, WHY GIVE us i= Pye ~ ( DIDN'T Go AWay, \ 
| i( ANY MORE TIME AT ALL } oo << y \ HE WAS TAKEN . 

| \ “to prepare? 4 |] | en 



AYS PASS, AND 
THE GOOD NEWS 

SPREADS, IN FITS 
AND STARTS, AS 
GOOD NEWS WILL. 

BOY BLUE 
CAME IN HIS GLORY, T 

ata KILLED THE DARK ONE, 

DIDN'T GET TO 
SEE ANY OF Za 
> IT. 

POSED 10 BE [aq 
TRUMPETS? _4\eea 

WAS IT REALLY S NOT AT ALL. IT SEEMS 
BOY BLUE WHO DID “<Fe 2 ~ BIGBY WAS HIDING IN THE 

= , MAGIC WOODS THE ENTIRE 
TIME. APPARENTLY THE 
FELLOW ISN'T NEARLY 

AS BRAVE AS HIS 
REPUTATION WOULD 

SUGGEST. 

IT SO HAPPENS T WAS 
THERE TO SEE EVERYTHING. 
IT WAS NO ONE LESS THAN 
SANTA CLAUS HIMSELF 
WHO DID BATTLE WITH 

THE DARK MAN. 
—_-S 

z ~ 
YOU WERE NOT! 

YOU'RE SUCH A FIBBER! Figo ee “ INEPT PARENTS TO BRIBE WE WERE BOTH IN THE KITCHEN | ETT: WACHEDT ALE AND BLUDGEON UNRULY 
BESIDES, SANTA CLAUS CHILDREN INTO BETTER 

DOESN'T EX/ST/ di | 

oe y A 

HE'S A SILLY 

BEHAVIOR. 



SO THAT'S 
IT, THEN. 

NO 
HEROIC 

SACRIFICE 
AGAINST 
IMPOSSIBLE 

NO NEED 
FOR A SUPER TEAM 

AT ALL. 

AND NO 
NEED FOR ME. T 

THOUGHT DEFEATING 
MISTER DARK WAS GOING 
TO BE MY GREAT TASK-- 
MY JUSTIFICATION FOR 
TAKING OVER THE 
WITCHES OF THE 

13TH FLOOR. 

VAN 
ZB \\! 

\) 

TURNS OUT f WHAT'S DES T/NY 
I WAS NEVER - GOT TO DO WITH IT? YOU 
DESTINED \ DON'T REALLY THINK EVERY- 
TO BE PART : : Zz THING'S PREORDAINED, 

) DO YOU? 

Wi We : 
NW \ “Miao a 

I THINK THERE ARE IF SO, THEN LET ME KNOW WHO'S REALLY 
PLANS AND POSSIBILITIES -- PULLING THE STRINGS. I WANT TO TALK TO 
OPPORTUNITIES CREATED SO THAT BASTARD ABOUT MY CRAPPY-ASSED, 
THAT WE CAN R/SE TO NONEXISTENT LOVE L/FE. 

THE OCCASION. 
BECAUSE, 

IF SOMEONE /S IN CHARGE, 
HE REALLY SEEMS TO HAVE ONE 

GIANT NUT AGAINST ME. 



x cee) 

AYES 
Zz. 

THANKS 
FOR AGREEING TO 

SEE ME. 

IT SEEMS I OWE YOU AT ™ 
LEAST THAT MUCH, CONSIDER- 

ING HOW INTIMATELY I INTERFERED 
IN YOUR LIFE, UNINVITED AND 

UNWELCOME. 
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STILL, YOU D/D 
NEED TO GET OUT OF 

BED. TOO MANY FOLKS 
| \. COUNTING ON /Y 

f THE PARK NT 
ONE WOULD 

4 HAVE CAUGHT ALL 

W HELPLESS. 

BUT I BIPNT 
DO MUCH OF ANYTHING. 

iT ECU N AE | |LONCE AGAIN I WAS ON } ( REALLY THINK i\\ | ‘0, ROSE? J { t Neepep To | THE SIDELINES. ROSE 
ACCOMPLISH } | } DE | 
SOME GREAT / 

THING. 

IF YOU'D NOT 
STEPPED IN WHEN YOU 

DID, AND TAKEN CHARGE, 
THE FARM WOULD NEVER 
HAVE COME TOGETHER IN 
TIME TO EVACUATE TO HAVEN. 

YOU SEE? YOURS T7 mayBe So\ / THAT'S SO OFTEN THE \_ | 
WAS THE ONE IMPORTANT BUT IT S7/LL CASE. THE INTACT WA/L 
LINK IN THE CHAIN OF DOESN'T SELDOM GETS TO REALIZE 

OF YOU THERE, ‘\ EVENTS THAT SAVED SEEM LIKE THE VITAL ROLE HE PLAYS 
EVERYONE. MUCH. IN THE GRAND SCHEME 

OF THINGS, AND NEVER 
GETS ANY CREDIT. 
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TRUST ME, 
ROSE RED, YOU WERE 

THAT BRINGS ABOUT ' IMPORTANT, AND WILL BE 
HE FALL OF GREAT 

KINGDOMS. 
AGAIN, AT LEAST ONE 
MORE TIME TO MY 

rv KNOWLEDGE. 

LACKING CONTEXT IT ISN'T EVEN 
NECESSARILY BENEVOLENT. I'M SURE 
MISTER DARK HAD HOPES FOR ACHIEVING 

MANY TERRIBLE THINGS. ee 

SO 

+ n 

OH, JOY. MORE I HOPE NOT. THE 
\ RESPONSIBILITY T CONSEQUENCES OF 

\ CAN FUMBLE. / \ FAILING NEXT TIME 
sta © \\ cout BE DIRE. / 

y 

| \ THOSE WHO CAN DIRECT / 

IT'S HARD TO SAY. HOPE 
ISN'T DESTINY, LEFT PASSIVE, 
IT'S NOTHING MORE THAN 
DISAPPOINTMENT DEFERRED. 
WHAT'S THAT THE MILITARY 
\ FELLOWS LOVE TO /4 

7 “HOPE ISN'T \ 
A STRATEGY.” 
THEY GOT THAT 
MUCH RIGHT. 

NOT MUCH, PERHAPS. 
BUT I TRY TO CHAMPION \ 
THE EFFECTIVE ONES-- |} 

THEIR HOPES INTO 4 
ACTIONS. THAT'S WHY 

I SETTLED ON YOU, 
ROSE RED. IN THIS TIME, 
AMONG THESE PEOPLE, 

YOU'RE MY CHOSEN 
PALADIN. 

HOW? IN WHAT 
| / WAY? TIME TO COUGH UP \ 



"HARD To SAY. ONE |,] -- 
POSSIBILITY 16 THAT Vial = = — 
YOU HURT ONLY w) is 
YOURSELF, AND END 2 ROS eo 
UP MORE OR = 
AT PEACE, RIGHT sg RED Z 
WHERE YOU THINK : \ 

BELOVED BY ALL 

MAY SHE 

YOU BELONG. 
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Fino PEACE Lg 

AT LONG LAST a, rin 7 
ae, a ST) 

“OTHER POSSIBILITIES 
ARE MUCH WORSE.” | 

I GUess 
WE'LL HAVE TO 
HOPE FOR THE 

BEST. 
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Back at mip 
HAVEN. 11 

THIS ISN'T A 
TOY OR A JUNGLE 

WE'LL HAVE TO START MAKING 
PLANS RIGHT AWAY, NOT ONLY 
TO RETURN TO THE FARM, BUT 

ALL THE WAY BACK TO 
FABLETOWN. 

THIS TIME THERE'S 
NO POSSIBILITY OF THAT 
DARK FELLOW SHOWING 

UP TO SPOIL THE 
PARTY! < 

YE 
Lm 

BIGBY? 

PEOPLE ARE 
BEGINNING TO WONDER 

WHERE YOU ARE. YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE NOT HAPPY--OR AT 
LEAST RELIEVED--AT THE 

WAY THINGS TURNED 

Se Shai. Nh, 
Rar Ses \\ ta, ITe, 

THIS IS GLORIOUS! 
COULDN'T HAVE WORKED 

OUT BETTER! 

I HAVE To 
AGREE WITH YOU 

THERE, KING COLE. 
TRUTH IS, T DIDN'T 
SEE ANY WAY OUT OF 
THIS FIX, DESPITE 
OUR DETERMINA- 
TION TO MAKE A 
FIGHT OF IT. 

a oe 

\We 

i THIS a 
E REALLY 

Euane DEAD FOREVER, 
ISN'T THAT EXCUSE 

S02 ME, FOLKS, I 
HAVE TO-- 



I HATED HIM 
FOR SO LONG. I WAS 

RESIGNED TO HAVING 
NO FATHER-- COMFORT- 

ABLE WITH IT. HE HAVE To po 

HA’ SOMETHING SO 
: NOBLE? 

HE SAID IT WAS I FULLY BELIEVE 
FOR THE CUBS. I \f HE DID. MAYBE IT WAS 
THINK HE REALLY DID J\ THE ONE AREA WHERE 

LOVE THEM. HE WAS CONSTANT. 
UNCHANGING. 

AFTER ALL, THE 
WORLDS CAN'T BE © 
ABSENT A NORTH \3 

WIND. THE NEW ONE 
WILL OF COURSE BE 
DRAWN FROM HIS 
BLOODLINE. 
& 4 

I DON'T KNOW, SWEETIE. I'M CONFLICTED, 
TOO, AT THE SAME TIME I'M SO SORRY TO 
LOSE HIM, I CAN'T HIDE MY PRIDE 

IN WHAT HE DID. 

NOT TO FEEL SUCH OVER- 
WHELMING JOY AT OUR 

REPRIEVE. 

® 
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AH, THERE YOU ARE, BIGBY, SON 
OF BOREAS, THE MIGHTY BLOWHARD, 

THE DEVOURING ONE. 

THE NORTH WIND IS 
DEAD, AND WE MUST MOURN 
HIS PASSING. BUT AFTER A 
SUITABLE TIME, WE MUST ALSO 

te, BE ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF 
Y CHOOSING HIS 

b SUCCESSOR. 

DON'T BE DAFT. 
HE'S ENTIRELY 

UNSUITABLE. 

NO, WE'LL 
HAVE TO MAKE OUR 

CHOICE FROM AMONG 
YOUR CHILDREN, 

OF COURSE. 

NEXT: THE SLEEPING CITY 



“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

BILL 
WILLINGHAM 

“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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